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May we never have to say goodbye

This was composed for the 2003 Dublin Special Olympics in Croke
Park. Originally scored for symphony orchestra, massed choir, two
teatured vocalists, traditional soloists and bagpipes, this version is
intended to be performable by choir and organ. However, I would
like to encourage the use of two additional instruments as they
greatly help to preserve the tone and intent of the original.

1. Bagpipes (the pipe band instrument in Bb). These arrive at the
key change at bar 89, indeed they are the reason for it, and their
emotional impact, supported by a full head of steam on the organ,
is helpful to the choir in their delivery of the final chorus. In order
to avoid incompatibility of pitch, I would advise that ample time
be allowed before the start of rehearsal to tune the pipes to the
organ; good pipers know how to do this. Also, give strong cues for
the pipes at the sounding of the drones at bar 89 and the start of
Chorus 3 in bar 91.

2. Harp, preferably the small Irish harp, but concert harp is quite
acceptable. Helpful for colour and movement, especially in the
verses.

The “traditional soloist” part is included as a guide for ensembles
who wish to involve extra players; these are harmony lines from
the original performance played then on trad. instruments, e.g.
accordion, fiddle, uilleann pipes/whistle. They are also available
for other instrumentation should anyone so wish.

Shaun Davey
October, 2004.
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Harp May we never have to say goodbye
(Composed for the Special Olympics, Dublin, 2003)

arranged for voices and organ with optional traditional instruments
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Harp
May we never have to say goodbye
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Harp
May we never have to say goodbye
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